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Gaz N LEM In, 
EO ed Atl Compliance with Tour Earneſt Re- 


8 ON — ii PH queſt I have publiſbed the following 

WeSH Sermon; and RL recommend it 
FR IN to: Toa Patronape and Protection: 
Mor doubt ing but ou will as Heartily 

En cantenance and defend it againſt 4 
Oppoſers, | 45 Tou heard it with Delight and Attention. 
"The Imperfections of this Diſcourſe may perhaps expoſe 
it to Cenſure from Some, and the Sabject of it render 
it enacceptable to Others; bat the honeſt Intention with 
which it was compoſed, will 1 hope procure it as favour- 
able an Acc / ptance wich all the Sincere. Friends of our 
happy Conſtitut ion, as it hath gn met with Appro- 
bation fram Jun. 

We are told indeed that the Pulpit i is no 0 proper Place 
for Politics, and that the Clerpy ought not to meddle 
with State Afar, But ſuch Perſons will do well to 

| ” 4 8 remem- 


2 


remember, that to preach up. Loyalty and Obedience tp 
State but of the Goſpel; and therefore may, and ought 
always to be inculcated as Occaſion requires, And ne- 


ver ſure was there more Occaſion for enforcing theſe ne. 
ceſſary Chriſtian Vertues than at Preſent ; when theſe 


Admirable Preſervatives againſt Sedition and Riots, 


are by artful Pretences made the Support and Encou- 
ragement to the moſt Licentious Proceedings. 
Being call d to preach before the Body of this Count), 
I thought I could not better diſcharge the Duty incum- 
bent upon me, than by Endeavouring to open the Eyes 
of the Deludid and put the more Kyowing ap.# their 
Guard; that neither of Theſe may be led away by any 
Mifrepreſemation of Perſons or Things, but ſtedfaſtly 
adhere to their true Intereſt in the Defence of their 

Religions and Civil Rights : Which are utterly in- 
con ſiſlent with Arbitrary Power, ana therefore never to 
be preſerv'd in a Popiſh Reign. 


{ wiſh indeed that the Succeſs of this Undertaking 


may be anſwerable to my ſincere Intentions. But this 
muay be rather niſÞ'afor than reaſonably expected, when 
ys many more Excellent Endeavours to this purpoſe have 
| been uſed in vain. However tis the Duty of every true 
Lover of the Preſent Government to do bis Utmoit in 
the Service of it, as he meets with Opportunity ; and 
leave the Iſſue of his Endeavours to the Difoful of 
that good Providence, which orders all Events in the 
beſt and moſt agreeable Way, I hat the ſame good Pro- 
vidence may give Succeſs to all Tour De ſigns and 
 Undertakings 


Prayer of | | 
4a GENTLEMEN, 


| Your moſt Obedient Servant, 
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„ N SKERRET, 


our Governonrs, is not medaling with the Affairs of P 
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Stand ſaft therefore in the Liberty 
wherewith Chriſt bath made us 


Free; and be not entangled again 
with the Yoke of Bondage. 


re 


ol H E eller intention of Se. Paul in 
this Epiſtle to the Galatians, was 
to obviate and root out thoſe 
Unreaſonable Notions, infuſed in- 
to them by the Craft and Sabtlety 
E ol ſome Deſigning Men, concern- 
ing the Neceſſity of ſtill adhering to the Law of 
Moſes, that Yoke of Bondage which neither their 
Fathers or Themſelves were able to bear. And 
the better to convince them of the VUnreaſonable- 
eſs of the Notions they had imbibed, He argues 
with them in the Chapter preceding That where- 
of my Text is a Part, from an Allegory fix?d upon 
an Hiſtorical Paſſage in the Wrirings of Moſes 
himſelf relating to Sarah and Agar, * the One 4 
Bond. Maid and the Other a Free-M/cman ; the Con- 
dition and Circumſtances of whoſe Children Iſaac 
and Iſmael muſt according to the ſtanding Laws 
of Rey eee 6 be equally Different. 
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| © "Theſe Mothers in the Application, we are told il , 
| Verſe the 24th, are the Two Covenants ; the] , core 
One made under the Law of Moſes, the Other , thin 
- - eſtabliſhed by the Goſpel of Jeſus Cbriſt: And c ge 
conſequently their Children anſwer to the Per-. Wh 
ſons living under theſe reſpective Covenants. We .. % 
Chriſtians then, as the Apoſtle goes on to argue, iſ ,, 5 
who expect to be juſtify'd by the Evangelical Co. der 
venant, are far from any Obligation to regard or . Fa 
pay Obedience to the Moſzick Inſtitutions: For we, U © 
* Brethren, are not Children of the Bond Woman bu. Pre 
f the Free. From whence, he infers by way of | Th 
Cation in the Words before Us; Stand faſt there. 0 
fore in the Liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made us fte, Fo 
and be not entangled again with the Yoke of Bonaage. 8 c 
Which Words, though they have a more Im- 8 5 5 
. mediare Ref, erence 0 that Freedom from Legal tz 
Kites and Burthenſome ' Ceremonies, which the 4s 
Galatians enjoy'd by their Converſion to Chriſti- Whic 
anity; yet the Reaſon of the Inference holds Ka 
2 good, with reſpect to every other valu- | __- 
able Liberty, which our Saviour confers upon Pri- P 4 ; 
vate Perſons, or vouchſafes to any Community I |, 
profeſſing his True Religion. We of this Xing 10 £ 
dom had the Happineſs to be called very Early || f 
out of Darkneſs and Pagan Superſtition, into the Lib. 
2 Light and Profeſſion of the Goſpel; and hh 
have been long ſince reſcued from the Bondage 8 
and Slavery of our Romiſb Taskmaſters: Whoſe has 
Attempts to reduce Us have been Numerous and | % 
Subtle, Bloody and Unchriſtian; and ſuch as plain- be 
ly prove They ſeek not Us but Ours in all their N 
Endeavours. „ OR 
Nor will it be improper to ſay, that Chriſt hath vf 
Freed us from this Bondage and Slavery. For, as en 


a Learned Perſon comments upon the Text, * fince 
| cc 
JE after 


8 


 Aſſezes at CHRELN SFOR B. 
« after the Reſurre&ion of Chriſt all Power was 
© committed to him as cloath'd in Human Na- . 
% ture, and he was given to be Head over all 
things to the Church. Whatever Publick Bleſ- 
4 ſings are conferr'd upon a Nation profeſſing 
„his True Religion; particularly ſuch, whereby 
© not only their Civil but alſo their Spiritual Li- 
berties are preſerved to them; are reaſonably. 


© to be aſcribed to Him, who is the great Agens 


« for the Father, in directing and governing, in 


I preſerving and defending his Chur cb and People 


« 10 EWarkde Enix tt tr. 

The Evgliſh Church and Nation then have. a 
Concern in theſe Words no leſs than the Galatians. 
To Us is this Admonition applicable as well as to 
theſe New Converts; And 'tis but ſhifting the 
Scene from 1 hem to the Kingdom whereunto we 
belong; and we may reaſonably ſuppoſe St. Paal 
addreſſing himſelſ to Vs in the very fame Words 
which he makes uſe of in the J ext. Stand faſt 

therefore in the Liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made 
us jree ; and be not entangled again with the Toke of 
Bondage. For the better Underſtanding and In- 
provement whereof, I intend to enlarge upon them 
in this plain and eaſie Method „ 
Firſt, 1 ſhall enquire into the Nature of tha 
hath made Us free, and. 


* 


Liberty wherewuth Chriſt 


| wherein *tis Our Duty to ſtand tmmoveably faſt. 


Seconaly, I ſhall ſhew what great Reaſon we 
have to exhort One another Daily, 0 ftand faſt in 
that Liberty whereunto we are called, leſt we ſhou'd. 
be entangled again with the Yoke of Bondage. and, 

Thirdly, 1 ſhall lay betore You ſome proper 


Rules and Directions, by the due Obſervance 


whereof we may, thro? the Divine Aſſiſtance, be 
enabled 70 ſtand jaft in this valuable Liberty, _ 
. 
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that Liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made Us free, and 
Wherein tis our Duty to ſtand Immoveably 
faſt. This is Twofold -Civil and ' Religious, 
Which are ſo cloſely linked together in 


Our Preſent Caſe and Circumſtances, thar We 
can't be deprived” of This without loſing '! hat ; 
nor enjoy the One but in Conjunction with the 


Other : And both Which are ſo valuable in their 


Own Nature and with reſpect to Us, that what 
Dolamon ſays of Wiſdom is very applicable to 7 he{e, 


* The Merchandiſe thereof is better than the Merch a: 
diſe of Silver, and the Gain thereof than fine Gold, 
More pretious are they than Rubies ; and all the 


. Things that can be deſired are not to be compared 
unto them, The Love of Liberty with Life is 
giren; and Life it {elf is much the Inferiour Gift. 
One Day ſpent in the Eajoyment of this Double 


* 


Bleſſing, is preferable to a Thouſand under a 
1yr ant Reign. | oy . Es 


Nature and in J ime preceding our Civil Free- 
dom: I chooſe therefore to begin with a ſhort Ac- 
count of That, We are the Offspring of thoſe dark 
and benighted Gentiles, of whole Vices and Super- 
{tition the Ape gives ſuch a Melancholy Rela- 
tion in his Epiſtle to the Romans; and our Ance- 


ſtors once a part of Theſe as Vile and Superſti- 
tious as Any. mentioned there. In proceſs of 


Time it pleaſed Almighty God, jrom whom eve- 


ty good and perſect Gift proceeds, in great Pity. and 
Compaſſion to their MirableStas to cauſe the 


Sun of Righteouſneſs, that Sun which riſes with 
Healing under his Wings, to ſhed his Rays ſo 


. 


Prov. 3. 15. . 11. in 
1 very 


Nirſt then, I ſhall enquire into the Nature of 


In regard our Spiritual Liberty is of a bigher 


Aſſizes at CueLmsrFoRD! 9 


very far and wide upon this Superſtitions and 
benighted -I/e ; that the darkeſt and moſt di- 
ſtant Corners thereof quickly felt his chearing 
Influence, and vaſt Numbers were thereby brought 
to the Knowledge and Profeſſion of the Truth 


in Jeſus. 


Thus was the Idolatry and Superſtition of the 


Gentile World quite extirpated from Hence; and 
Men attained to rational, conſiſtent and worthy 
Notions of God and Religion. But it was not 
very many. Years, before this bright Noon-Day 
Sun of Knowledge and Inſtruction in the Paths 
f Righteouſneſs and Truth, was clouded and ob- 
ſc 


ured by the returning Miſts of Ignorance and 


Error; and the Inhabitants of the Land led 


wrong again in Matters relating to Faith and 


Practice, by the Craft and Subtlety of Romiſh E- 


miſſaries, who have Always lain in wait to deceive 


the Ignorant and Unwary : and who never ſcru- 
ple 70 compaſs Sea and Land to make a Proſelyte; 
and when he is Once made, like the Scribes and Pha- 
- Tiſes, they make him, if poſſible, twofold more the 


Child of Hell than I hemſelves. ts 
When the Religion of Rome was introduced 


into the Briziſþ Church, it laid a Toke of Bondage 


upon the Necks of its Proſelytes, more galling and 
intolerable than the Moſaick Law. For there re- 
turned with 7 hz, Idolatry, Superſtition, falſe Do- 
ctrines and Worſhip ; together with thoſe per- 
nicious Vices and Corruptions from which the Na- 
tion had been happily freed. And to increaſe the 
Weight of this Uneaſie Yoke, there were added 


unto it an Ualimited Obedience to the Biſhop of 


Rome; an Implicite Faith 1n all the Articles which 
that Church believes; a blind Dependance upon the 
” B e In- 


10 A SERMON preach'd at the 


Intention of the Prieſt for the Efficacy of both Sa. 


_ craments.; and a ſervile Compliance with many 


vain and ridiculous I»janitions ; contrary to the 


plain DiQtates of Reaſon and the Voice of Scri. 


pture. 81 1 I 
How eminently conſpicuous the Good Provi. 
dence of God ſhewed it ſelf, by making King 
Henry the Eighth the happy Inſtrument of reco- 
vering this Nation out of theſe Slaviſh Circum- 
ſtances into a State of Perfect Freedom, we have 
heard with Oar Ears, and the Hiſtory of the Re- 


formation is ſufficiently plain. Other Inſtances of 


the ſame watchful and good Providence Our Onn 
Eyes have ſeen, in the frequent Oiſappointments of 
the Counſels and Endeavours of our Romiſh Ad- 
verſaries to reduce us; and in our being till 
continued Members of that Proteſtant Church 
eftabliſd by the Reformation. A Church, 


« we are aſſured by one that knows its Conſti- 


« tution, of whoſe Faith and Practice God's 
« written Word is the Rule, and of whoſe Inter- 
« pretation of that Word, the Senſe of the Firſt 
« and Pureſt Ages is the Standard. Whoſe Wor- 
«6 (hip and Ceremonies are ſolemn without Pre- 
. 155 and decent without aper ſtitiun: Whoſe 
* Offices are ſound and prudent, apt and edify- 


ing; and whoſe Doctrines not only dare, but 


*© defire to be ſeen without Diſguiſe, and carefully 

“ examined by all its Enemies as well as Friends. 
The Religion which the Eſtabliſhed Church 

of England profeſſes, moſt heartily Embraces the 


Whole Counſel of God, but with juſt Indignation 


rejects the Additional Articles of Men; and will 
not ſuffer either Idolatry in Practice, or Contra- 


diction in Belief, to be impoſed upon her Mem- 
bers as Terms neceſſary to Salvation. A Relt- 


| g10N, | 


Our Civil Liberty is Equally valuable. 


| themſelves in vain, by treaſuring up Riches, for the 
— 


Aſſies at CnEIMSTOR BD. 11 
gion, to which agrees that Character given by 
dt. James + of the Wiſdom which” deſcends from 
Above, that is firſt Pure then Peaceable, Gentle, Ea- 


fie to be entreated, full FA Mercy and Good Fruits, 
th 


without Partiality, and without Hypocriſie. In ſhort, 
The Church, wherein Moft of Us have the Hap- 
pineſs to be baptized and educated, profeſſes every 
thing truly Primitive and Chriftian which the 
Church of Rome can reaſonably pretend to; and 
wants Nothing of that Nature which any Other 
Religious Society enjoys. Such is that Spiritual 
Liberty into Which we have been called, and 
wherein 'tis Our Duty to ſtand. And 
For as 
we profeſs a Religion exactly calculated for the 
Perfection of Divine and Humane, Moral and 
Social, Private and Publick Vertues; ſo tis our 
Peculiar Advantage to live under the beſt conſti- 


tuted, the Only happy Government in Europe: 


And might therefore become at Once the Admi- 
ration and Praiſe of All the Neighbouring Nati- 
ons, did not our Azimoſities and Unreaſonable 


| Heats withold this Bleſſing from us. We conti- 


nue to be what Our Nezghbours formerly were; 
and ſecurely enjoy what They have Unfortunately 
loſt. We know no Subjection to the Higher Por. 


ers but what the ſanding Laws of the Conſtitu- 


tion preſcribe; in the making or repealing where- 
of, the whole Nation have a Part by their Re- 


preſentatives in Parliament: And therefore can 


ſuffer no Haraſbips or Inconvenience but by their 
Own Conſent and Choice. And *tis an approved 
Maxim, that zo Injury can be done to a Willing Mind. 

Whilſt the Subjects of Other Potentates diſquiet 


1 Chap. 3, v. 17. 


B 2 


U 


Exjey- 


12 A SERMON preach at the 
Enjoyment whereof they muſt depend upon their 
" Covereign's Will: *tis Oar Happineſs to ſee Our 
Rights and Poſſeſſions ſo ſtrongly guarded by 
the Ne Conſtitution of the Rea/m; that we 

may lecurely eat the Fruit of Our Labours ever) 

Man under his Own Vine and Fig- Tree, without 
any fear of Evil either to Our Goods or Perſons 
from Arbitrary Power. What ſupports the Ho- 
nour and Dignity of the Crowe equally guards 
the Subjects Property; and if the King can do 
no Wrong the Subject can't Lanfully ſuffer Any. 


Many bold Attempts have been made to throw 


down. theſe valuable Fences; and as ſubtle and 
unwearied Endeavours uſed. to introduce Hegal 
and Arbitrary Power amongſt Us. But Theſe 
the watchful Providence of God hath Always ſea- 


ſonably diſappointed : And at the fame time or- 


dered Matters ſo, that Our Safety ſhould come 
not from Our Ow”, but from a nobler and higher 
Hand. A Hand that deliver'd Us from the late 
 Unnataral Rebellion; that ſtill upholds Us in the 


Liberty wherein we ſtand, and in Which we truſt 


to be delivered from all the Future Conſpiracies of 
as Many, as have Evil-Will againſt Our lſrael: To 
whoſe preſent State and Circumſtances the Words 
of Moſes are very applicable. + What Nation. is 
there ſo great who hath God ſo nigh unto them; as 
the Lord our God is in All that we call upon him 


for? And what Nation is there ſo great that hath Sta- 
tutes and Judgments ſo righteous, as Thoſe which I 


have ſet before Jou this Day? Only take Heed to thy 
Self and keep thy Soul diligently; leſt Thou forget the 
Things which thine Eyes have ſeen ; and leſt they de» 
part from thy Heart all the Days of thy Life. 


t Deut. 4. 7, 6, 9. 


== 


Managers of the Popiſh Intereſt; who are inſtru- 


 Aﬀeres at CunLMsrFORD.. 13 
If therefore Our Properties as a People, and 
our Reformation as a Church: If the Rights 
of a Monarchy independent upon the Supre- 
* macy of Rome; and the Allegiance of Subjects 
free from the Controul of Foreign Tyranny or a 
© Domeſtick Yoke : If the Privileges which we 
claim by our Statutes as Britains, and the yet 
more ſacred and inviolable Rights belonging 
to Us as Chriſtians : If theſe Adyantages, which 
make up Our Spiritual and Civil Liberty, deſerve 
our Notice and Eſteem : Doubtleſs it will be 
worth Your while to attend ſeriouſly to my 
Second Head. Under which I ſhall ſhew what 


great Reaſon we have to exhort One another 


Daily to ſtand faſt in that Liberty whereunto we 
are called, leſt we ſhould be entangled ain with 
the Toke of Bondage. And this will very Evident- 
ly appear, whether we take a View of thoſe Un- 
weary d Endeavours, which are uſed to Overthrow 
our Stedfaſtneſs in this Liberty: or whether we 
reflect upon the Special Care of Providence to 


continue this Liberty to Us in all times of Dan- 


ger and Extremity : Or whether we conſider the 
Inexcuſable Folly of ſuffering Ourſelves to be miſ- 
led, by the cunning Craftineſs of ſuch as lie in Wait 
to deceive; when we can neither pretend to be 


ignorant of their Craft and Diligence, or of the 
Viſeries of being led aſtray by Either of Theſe. 


1ſt then let Us take a View of thoſe Vumeary d 
Endeavours which are uſed, to Overthrow our 
Stedfaſtneſs in the Liberty whereunto we are cal- 
led. *Tis with Us at Preſent as it was in the 
Apoſtle's Time: There are many Seducers crept in 
privily amongſt Us, Emiſſaries from Rome and 


Qed 
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Qed in all the Arts of Treachery and Deceit, and 
Rick at Nothing to bring about their deſperate 
and wicked Contrivances : Men that call Good E- 
vil, and Evil Good; that will upon all Occaſions 
turn Religion into Rebellion and Faith into Fact jon; 

and pretend their good Intention will ſanctiſie the 


moſt Unlawful Means, But what is Matter of 


more Wonder and Uneaſineſs to all honeſt and con- 
ſidering Minds: Theſe buſie Agents for Rome 
and a Popiſh Intereſt are ſupported by Men, who 


indeed call themſelves ſincere Friends to the Efta» 


bl:('4 Church and Conſtitution ; but yet by a 
ſtrange and melancholy Combination with theſe 
Sons of Violence and Miſchief, labour hard to pro- 
mote the Romiſh Cauſe, at the ſame time that 
they dedlare themſelves in the Intereſt of the 
Preſent Eft abliſhment. e 

By theſe and ſuch like Practices of reſtleſs and 
deſigning Men, have the deluded Multitude, a 
People naturally well-inclin'd, and famed Here- 
tofore for a due Regard to their Spiritual and Cir 


vil Liberty, been inſenſibly betrayed into an Ob- 


ſtinate and Shameful Indifferency for Both; and 
are ſo far removed from their ancient Averſion to 
Popery, that Many are brought to believe and Some 


ro confeſs That Yoke of Bondage, much preferable 


to their preſent State of Freedom and Happineſs. - 
When the late cauſeleſs Rebellion was happily 


ſuppreſs'd, and the Unnatural Deſigns of the Per- 


ſons concern'd in it fully diſcover'd ; it was high- 
ly reaſonable to expect, that the Seeds of 
ing, Diſcontent and Sedition would have periſhed 
with that deſperate Undertaking. But inſtead 
thereof, great Endeavours are Daily uſed to in- 
ſtruct the Ignorant and Unwary, not only in 


new and diſtinguiſhing Methods of Sedition ; but | 


to 


J. 


Marmur- 
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to improve them likewiſe in more refined Arts of 


Slander and Diſcontent. n 
When there is no manner of Breach upon the 


Charch's Power, no Invaſion of the Sbject's Right, 


nor any other juſt and reaſonable Ground of Diſ 


content; Meaſures not thought on, Things that 


may but Poſſibly be attempted, are talked in Conver- 
ſation with the ſame Certainty as if Actually done. 


If the Adminiſtration is to be render'd Unaccepta- 


ble to the People, the Dealers in State. Slander will 
retend to eee : and rather than 

*F of Succeſs in their Seditious 

to aſſert the very ſame Thing to be Trae and Falſe 

as Occaſion requires And what more plainly 

ſhews the Induſtry of theſe deſigning Men to do 


chief: they ſtudy to find out ſuch traiterous and arte 


ful Meaſures, as often make it Morally Impoſſible 
for the Prince to avoid the Marmarings of the 


People,, by what Method ſoever He chuſes to 


4 the D 
How ungratefully is Mercy interpreted Fear in 


the Government, and Juſtice maliciouſly ſty led Cra- 


elt)? And what vile Inſinuations and unjuſtifiable 


— ** 


Attempts, venture 


Reports have been handed about on purpoſe to 


raiſe Jealouſies and Diſcontent in the Minds of the 


Credulous and Unthinking, for the regular Exe- 
cution of a Criminal, whoſe Sacred Character in- 

creaſed his Guilt and aggravated his Crime? 
Though it be manifeſt both from Reaſon and the 


Conſequence of Things, that Undeſerved Pity natu- 


rally tends to the Prejudice of the Commonwealth ; 
and takes off from that Mercy which is juſtly due 


to the Peaceable and Honeſt, in the equal Diſtri- 


bution of Juſtice to Offenders of every kind, 


that Others may hear and fear, and commit no ſuch 


Wickeaneſs. 


[ 


— 11 
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If therefore ſuch Unwearied Endeavours are u. 
ſed in all Parts of the Kingdom, to. reconcile 
Men to Popery and alienate their Affections from 
the Preſent Government; It highly concerns 
Every One of Us to be circumſpect and watchful 
that no Evil Communication corrupt our Good Manners, 
nor any falſe Repreſentation of Perſons or Things 
tempt Us into a mean Opinion of that Liberty where: 
in we ſtand, More eſpecially if we reflect, 
 eialy, Upon the Special Care of Providence to 
continue this Liberty to Us, in all Times of Danger 
and Extremity, It would be an Endleſs Under- 
taking to reckon up All the many Diſtinguiſhing 
Providences, to which we owe the Preſervation of 
our Spiritual and Civil Liberty ever ſince the Refor. 
mation: I ſhall therefore content my ſelf with 
mentioning Such only as are moſt Evident and 
Material to my Preſent Purpoſe. _ ® 
Bauch are the favourable Conjuncture of Affairs, 
by which this Liberty was preſerved in its Infant 
- Years under King Edward VI. The Continuance of 
it when ſo much perſecuted in Queen Mary's Days: 
The flouriſhing State it was ſupported in during 
Queen El:zaberb's Reign: The threaten'd Ruin 
from which it was reſcued by that diſcerning Spirit 
wherewith the Almighty endued King James J. 
above all his Councellours: The eminent Deliver- 
ance of it by the Revolution from the Malice of its 
Subverters: And the happy Proſpect it hath of a 
Settled Proſperity under his preſent Majeſty's wiſe 
Adminiſtration. What the Pſalmiſt ſays & concern- 
ing Iſrael is very applicable to the Variety of Our 
Affairs, Many 4 time have my Enemies fought ag ainſt 
me from my Touth up may Iſrael now ſay. Tea, many 4 


time have they vexed me from my Touth up, but the) 


. 


" "* Plalm 129. 1, 2, 7,7. E , 
5 ave 
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he righteous 
Lord hath hewn the Snares of theſe Ungodly in pieces, 
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have not prevailed againſt me. The Plowers 7 
m Back and made long Furroms: Bat : 


The Goodneſs of God in his repeated Deliverances 


and continued Care of our Religious and Civil Rights, 
ought in reaſon to be look'd upon as an Undoubted 
Token of His approving Theſe: And conſequently 
ſhould become the moſt powerful and concluding 
Argument to Us, to think well of, and heartily va» 
lue the Conſtitution we live under; and never be 
wanting in our Endeavours by all lawful and pru- 


dent Methods to promote, and as much as in Us lies 

ſecare the Continuance of this valuable Enjoyment. 

After ſo many ſeaſonable Eſcapes from Danger, 

like a Bird out Hl the Snare of the Fowler; and in Theſe, 
0 


ſo many comfortable Teſtimonies of the ſpecial Care 
of Providence over Us: We ſhall ſhew Ourſelves 
Unworthy of theſe paſt Bleſſings and Eſcapes, if we 
do not ſtand faſt in the Liberty wherewith Chriſt 
hath made Us free; and at leaſt appear as zealous 
and endeavouring to perpetuate That, as our Ene- 


mies do to entangle Us again with the Toke of Bondage. 


For conſider, | : a 

zaly, The inexcuſable Folly of ſuffering Our - 
ſelves to be miſled, by the cunning Craftineſs of 
ſach as lie in wait to deceive; when we can neither 
pretend to be ignorant of their Craft and Diligence, 
or of the Miſeries which muſt attend our being 
led Aſtray by Either of Theſe. Tis needleſs to 
look back upon the Attempts of Our Enemies 1n 


FF: ; 


Former Reigns; when the Meaſures taken in rai- 


ſing and fomenting the late groundleſs Rebellion, 


ſo plainly prove to every diſpaſſionate and un- 


prejudiced Mind their Sab:lety and Zyal, to de- 
{troy the Church of Exgland and overturn Our Con- 


ſtitution. For what could be intended lefs by a 
| — = | Rebellion 
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Rebellion engag'd in Vigorouſly by Pazpiſts at 
Home, J by large Cootriburicns from 
Papiſts Abroad, and carry d on by the United En- 
deavours of Papiſts and Proteſtants to reſtore the 
Pretender? l | $5 
What Perſon at all acquainted with the true 
Spirit of Popery needs to be told, that This can nei- 
ther be maintained or introduced in any Nation but 
by Arbitrary Power; which confounds Right and 
rong, and governs Abſolutely without Reaſon or 
Controul. And can any Man be ſo yore, 07.Judg: 
ment and Thought, to believe the Papiſts would 
hazard their. Lives and Fortunes in their late trai- 
terous Enter pri ce, for the Defence and Protection 
of the Eſtabliſbed Church? The Extirpation wheſ- 
of they are obliged, both by their Principles and 
Interefh, to endeavour upon every favourable Op- 
portunity. 3VVoo— ei, co OW 
Whatever they might pretend to keep their Pro- 
teſtant Friends in Countenance; their Deſign was 
to involve Our moſt excellent Church and Conſti- 
tution in all thoſe Miſeries, which both Reaſon and 
Experience prove to be Inſeparable from a Popiſh 


Reign. And theſe under the Return of the Romiſh | 


Religion as a Judgment upon Proteſtants, for giv- 
10g up. that Liberty which the Providence of God 
had ſo Often wonderfully preſerved, would have 


* 


can it enter into the Heart of Man to conceive the 


"ne. | 


_ *Tis therefore ſtrictly incumbent upon Jou my 
Brethren, ſeeing. Jou know Theſe Things before, to 
beware leſt You alſo being led away by the Error of 


the Witked, fall from Your Own er either 
in Principle or Practice. Doubtleſs tis not only 


a Security, but ought to be likewiſe a powerful 


Motive 


been Such as Eye hath not ſeen nor Ear heard, nor 
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Motive to ſuch Watchfulneſs,to know the Devices of 
an Enemy and our Own Danger from Theſe. And 
He who either by neglecting or deſpiſing ſuch uſe- 

ful Knowledge, ſhall ſuffer himſelf to be ſeduced in- 
to any vile or unwarrantable Meatures ; deſerves 
to ſtand in Hiſtory a laſting Monument of Infa- 


my, Reproach, and inexcuſable Folly. For the 


Royal Preacher obſerves, that even Irrational: Crea- 
tures by mere Inſtinct are capable of preſerving 
themſelves from all viſible Snares; * Serely, 2 he, 
in vain the Net is ſpread in ſight of any Bird: Much 
leſs therefore ſhould Men of Reaſon and Thoaght 
be led Captive at the Will of any Seducers, when 
they are ſo well acquainted with the Devices by | 
which Theſe lie in watt to deceive, © For the better 
Security of Ourſelves againſt the Craft and Subtle- 
ty of Such as would miſlead Us; I ſhall lay be- 
fore You under my J = 
Third Head, ſome proper Rules and Directions; 


by the due Obſervance whereof we may, thro the 
Divine Aſſiſtance, be enabled to ſtand falt in the Li- 


berty we enjoy. And amongſt Many that might 
be named, I ſhall, for Brevity fake, only recom- 
mend theſe Three which follow. A hearty 
Union amongſt Ourſelves: Not giving Ear to evil 
Suggeſtions againſt his Majeſty's Perſon or Admini- 


ſtration : And uſing the Liberty we enjoy as ba- 
comes good Chriſtians. e 


— 


1ſt, A hearty Union amongſt Ourſelves. This 


St. Peter expreſſes + in his Epiſtle to the Jeniſh Con- 


verts by there being all of one Mind; having Com- 
paſſion One of another; loving as Brethren, being pi- 


| Tiful and courteous. Contrary to which are thoſe 
pernicious Qualities of Envy and Diſſention, Ha- 


—— 


tred, Malice and Uncharitablneſs 
5 by Prov. 1. i T1 Per. 3. 8. g 


by which our 


3 
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Enemies have been long endeavouring to Divide, | Yoke. 
in order to Enflave Us. Bleſſed be God! our Re- appeal! 
ligious and Civil Liberties ſtand at preſet upon | Quarr 
the ſame happy Eoundation, upon which his Pro- Th 
' wigence placed them by the Endeavours of King way 
William of Glorious Memory; and we have good 
Reaſon to promiſe Ourſetves the Continuance of order 
Theſe, under the Influences and Guardianſhip of les 
his Majeſty King GEORGE, and a Succeſſion || Hul 
of Princes in the Proteſtant Linne. 

But yet, ſince the Ruin of Societies ſo naturally || Meek 
follows upon their Heats and Diviſions, We have, that 
notwithſtanding our preſent Security, Ground e- Anir 
nough to fear, left, by going onto diſtinguiſh 1 . 
Ourſelves with fooliſh and Unchriſtian Badges, the 20 
more Effectually zo bite and devour Each Other, we Libe 
be devoured One of Another, or which is much the mul 
ſame by the Common Enemy: And thereby be | bis 
convinced by too ſenſible an Experiment, that ing 
every Kingdom divided againſt it Self is brought to 152 

| Deſolation, - 3 . | or | 
Was not Rebellion againſt our Law ful Sovereign gre, 
the Sin of Witchcraft, no leſs than That which is | BY 
at any time committed againſt the Almighty Gover- der 
uor of the World; it would be juſt Matter of Aſto- bat 
niſhment by what Means Subjects could be thereby 791 
perſuaded, at Once to deſtroy their Own Happi - G0 
neſs and the Pablict Peace; forfeit all the Bleſſings the 
which They enjoy in a ſettled Government; and his 
run blindfold upon that Deſtruction + which is the ||| Of 
End, ſays the Wiſeman, of Thoſe, who are given Al 
to change. By ſtrange and unaccountable Magick : 
have the Emiſſaries of Rome carried on their De- 
ſigns againſt the Peace = Happineſs of theſe 
* — ever ſince We ſhook off their Slaviſþ 


Mat. 12. 25. Þ Prov. 24. 21, 222. 


Yoke, 


g 


Meekneſs inſtruct Thoſe that Oppoſe . re : And 


Rom. 14.3, F = Tim. 2. 25. || Eph. 4.3. 


1 
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Yoke. - But their moſt ſacceſiful Enchantment hath 


appear*d in our Unreaſonable Feuds and our Party 
Quarrels. 9 5 
The beſt, the only Method therefore, to diſap- 
oint their wicked Devices and conſult the Wel- 
are and Security of the Preſent Eſtabliſhment, is to 
order our whole Conduct and Actions by the Apo- 


fle's Rule *, when directing that the Strong 


(bould not deſpiſe the Weak, nor the Weak Judge the 
Strong : That the more Knowing + ſhould with 


that the Oppoſers ſhould lay aſide all Faction and 


| Animoſities, || endeavouring to keep the Unity of the 


Spirit in the Bond of Peace, But, 

2dly, If we wou'd ſtand faſt in that valuable 
Liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made us free; we 
muſt never give Ear to Evil Suggeſtions againſt 
his Majeſty's Perſon or Adminiſtration. T he ſpeak- 


ing Evil of Dignities and vilifying their Authority, 


is a Complicated Iniquity which hath prevail'd more 
or leſs in All Ages of the World; but never with 
greater Malignity and leſs Reaſon than in Oar Days. 
By theſe Undutiful Proceedings, the Subjects Confi- 


| dence in the. Wiſdom and Integrity of the Prince 


bath not only been weaken'd, but inſenſible cor- 
rupted likewiſe into groundleſs Fears concerning the 
Government it Self. And under ſuch ill Impreſſions 
they have put the very worſt Conſtruction upon all 
his Deſigns and Actions; and in Conſequence there- 


of been more eaſily led away from their Duty and 


Allegiance into favourable Thoughts of a Change. 
How different is this Behaviour to That which 
Moſes commanded the Iſraelites in the Caſe of Ido- 
latry? Thou ſhalt enquire, ſays he, and make Search 
and ak Diligeatly ; and behold if it be Truth and the 


thing 


22 A SerMoN preachd at the | 
thing certain; Then, but not before, ſhall the Sen- 


| Nation, who are bleſſed with much greater Means 


tence of Condemnation paſs upon the Idolatrous 


Perſon. And yet the very ſame Caution ought to be 


us d in cenſuring all Pablick Perſons and Actions; 
neither ſhould any Report or crafty Inſinuation be 
receiv'd againſt Men in Power, till it be confirmed 


by good Authority upon ſufficient Proof. 


Could this equitable Method of Proceeding he 
eſtabliſhed amongſt Us, no Defigns would then be 
charged upon our Governors againſt the Church or 
Conſtitution ; nor ſhould we be weary'd with vile 
and compaſſionate Speeches in favour of thoſe Ma- 


lignants, who endeavour'd to change the Preſent 


Adminiſtration'into an Arbitrary Government, and 
lay a Toke upon our Necks under the ſpecious Pre- 
tence of preſerving Our Liberty. But on the contra- 
Ty, inſtead of Any One being diſſatisfy'd or uneaſie 
under the Publick Management of Affairs, we 


ſhould Al cheerfully confide in his Majeſty's known 


Wiſdom and exemplary Care; and act upon all 
Occaſions Sincerely for the Publick Good; as the 
proper Means to continue Him a Glorious Prince, 
and Ourſelves a Free People. 

Once more. Let. us uſe the Liberty we enjoy as 
becomes good Chriſtians. By virtue of their Chri- 
ſtian Profeſſion, Men are ſtrictly bound to improve 
in Good netz in proportion to that Meaſure of Know- 


ledge and Power to do well beſtowed upon them. 


Upon this Aceount a greater Degree of Piety and 


Charity, and thoſe other valuable Fruits of the S. 


rit, will be required of ſome Parts of the Chriltian 
World above Others; according as the Light they 
enjoy is Purer, and leſs corrupted by Syperſtition, 
Ignorance, and the Remazns of ancient Heatheniſm. 
And, by the ſame Argument, we of this Church and 
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of knowing and doing Our Duty, than any other 


Chriſtian Church or People now in Being, ought 


to make our Diligence in pleaſing God equal to the 
Marks of his Peculiar Favour to Us, and endeavour, -_ 
by His Aſſiſtance, to become the Bef and moſt 
Exemplary Men Living. 3 = 
This was the Divine Will and Purpoſe in thoſe 
many ſignal Providences,by which our Religiousand 
Civil Liberties were eſtabliſhed at Firſt, and have 
been hitherto preſerv*d amongſt Us; and ſuch a Du- 
tiful Return toGod for the Mercies we have receiv'd, 
isthe moſt effectual Method to ſecure their Continu- 
ance not only to Ourſelves but to the lateſt Poſterity. 
| Take good heed therefore to your ſelves, that you 
love the Lord your God, and ſerve him in the Sincerity 
of your Hearts according to your Abilities; for, if 
we ſtill do Wickedly by fomenting fooliſh Jealoaſtes, 
Unreaſonable Heats, or any other ſuch evil Practi- 


ces amongſt Ourſelves ; we may juſtly expect theſe 


Obſtinate Sins and Follies. will ſooner or later bring 
That Deſtruction upon Us, which our Enemies have 
ſo long labour'd ia vain from every other Quarter. 
Thus have I ſhew*d the Nature of that Liberty 
wherewith We of this Church and Nation have been 
Graciouſly made free: What Reaſon we have to 
watch more Eſpecially at this Time againſt the De- 
ſigns of Thoſe, who ſtrive 20 entangle Us again in 
the Yoke of Bindage; and by what Methods we may 


. Preſerve that valuable Liberty wherein we ſtand. 


And having at Once inform'd you of your Advan- 


tage and the Duty conſequent thereupon; I need not 


{ure multiply Words in perſuading you to live and 
act for the Future as becomes Mea ſenſible of their 
Engagements with regard to Theſe. 
Dear Liberty always carry'd in it a Magzetick 
Power: Our Anceſtors preferr'd This to all . 
c Other 


% 
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Other Enjoyments; and We Ourſelves formerly 


thought it a Jewel worth purchaſing at any Rate. 
Away then, in the Name of God! with thoſe Degene- 
rate Principles and Meaſures which prevail ſo much 


at Preſent. Let us prove Ourſelves the Offspring of 
thoſe Worthy Patriots by a ſtrict Imitation of their 
Loyalty and Truth; and endeavour upon all Oc- 
caſions to act Conſiſtently with Ourſelves. - 

Chooſe religiouſly to obſerve your Sacred Oaths 


and Abjurations, tho never ſo Unfaſhionable a Pra- 


ctice; and dare to forſake your O4 Companions in 
Iniguity, without regarding their Frowns or Re- 
proaches for ſuch Singular Wiſdom. Believe not the 
New Divinity, neither truſt the Sophiſtry of thoſe 
aſſuming Caſuiſts, who pretend no Oaths lawful 
which the Preſent Government impoſes; nor any Sa- 
cred Obligation binding unleſs Willingh ſubmitted to. 
And let neither Honour or Diſhonour; neither 
Good Report or Evil Report; neither Proſpect of 
Advantage or Fear of Inconveniency prevail with 


Lou to think any Time improper or «nſeaſonable to 


ſpeak the Truth, (as ſome fooliſhly urge) when cal. 
led thereunto by Lawful Authority. Strive to un- 
derſtand the Difference between the Doctrines of 
Rome, and that Primitive, Apoſtolict Faith profeſs'd 
in theſe Kingdoms; and let the fading Laws of the 
Nation reſolve all your Po/itick Scruples, the only 


proper Directors in Caſes of ſuch a Nature. 


Theſe Things if we do Sincerehy, we ſhall Never 
want ſufficient Motives to promote the Proteſtant 
Intereſt, and adhere ſtedfaſtly to our happy Conſti- 


tution in Church and State as by Law eſtabliſhed, In 
conſequence whereof we need not doubt of ſtanding 

| faſt in the Liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made as free : 

without being entangled again in the Toke of Bondage. 


FIN 


